Sequence of Instruction for Phonics Knowledge

Emergent Readers

· Learn concepts about print
· Build oral language

· Build phonological awareness (e.g. a sense of rhyming)

· Develop knowledge of letter names (letter identification)

· May begin to develop knowledge of alphabetic principle (the sounds associated with letters)

Beginning Readers

Phonics instruction begins with words containing short vowel sounds.  These words begin with single consonant letters and then include consonant blends (e.g. cast) and digraphs (e.g chat).  Beginning readers (typically in late kindergarten through grade 1) learn consistent phonics generalizations. In other words, they learn to read words that follow predictable patterns.
CVC


CVCC

CCVC

CCVCC

cat


cast


trip


stick

sip


tent


twig


truck

bug


lift


ship


twist

map


fist


chat


blend

Then children are introduced to ways to read words with long vowel patterns.  

CVCe 
The “silent e” pattern.
same

late

bike

CVVC, CCVVC, CVVCC, CCVVCC etc
Next students learn these patterns containing with vowel digraphs
rain

train 

toast

speech
team

chain 

reach
bait


SIGHT WORDS

Children at this stage also begin to learn a bank of sight words.  These words appear frequently in their reading and writing and need to be memorized: because, friend, there, when
Transitional Readers (2nd grade and up)
Students at this level begin to see lots of words that are not necessarily in their oral vocabulary.  The patterns may be consistent, but the features become more complex and many words are now multi-syllable.  The derivation of these words may indicate their meaning, pronunciation, and spelling.

spoil

place

bright

shopping

carries

chewed

shower

bottle

favor

ripen

cellar

fortunate

pleasure

