MTEL Foundations of Reading: 
Narrowing Down Responses on Multiple Choice Questions


	Explicit Instruction
	Implicit Instruction

	Most important first step in a sequence of instruction 
	Incidental

	Model, demonstrate
	Extension and practice; reinforcement of a previously taught skill

	Overt objective; measurable
	May be many lessons learned or skills developed, but not one primary or measurable objective

	Principal could walk in the door and without seeing lesson plan would be able to identify purpose
	Purpose may be unclear to an outside observer (or even participant)

	Focused
	On the MTEL tests, examples of implicit instruction may appear “fluffy”


	Multiple Choice: How to approach certain types of questions…

	When Multiple Choice Questions Relate to Word Identification
	When Multiple Choice Questions Relate to Vocabulary and Comprehension

	Think: “Back to Basics”
	Think: What activity would help develop independent readers and critical thinkers?

	Traditional approach
	Focus is on deep, not superficial understanding

	May feel “rote”
	Active learning instead of passive

	Teacher-driven; very focused
	Not “random” assignments, but focused ones

	Explicit, systematic, sequential phonics instruction is of primary importance (use of syntax, semantics, context clues should be considered “back-up plans”)
	What is the purpose? If it is to prepare students for content area (i.e. science, history) instruction, consider the concept words that are necessary to understand.   

If students are reading literary texts, on the other hand, what words would be helpful to know in this text BUT ALSO IN OTHERS? Think: Tier 2 words. 

	
	Semantic map, webs: help to put terms into categories, make connections, help students visualize connections, deepen and enrich understanding
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