Sample Oral Reading Analysis 
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Daniel appears to have a strength in the use of context clues. Use of context clues  describes when a reader considers meaning (semantics) and grammar (syntax) in the surrounding text to try to identify an unfamiliar word or to self-correct when a word is misread.  In both cases, the reader considers “what makes sense” (semantics) and/or “sounds right” (syntax).  

In this example, Daniel read, “They brought balloons and cake to the party.” In this sentence, Daniel substituted the word “party” for “celebration”, but the word “party” still makes sense and sounds right in the context of the sentence.  Another time when Daniel applied the use of context clues was when he substituted “coins” for “cents”.  The word “coins” still fits in the sentence semantically and syntactically and it shows that Daniel understood what was happening in the surrounding text. 
Finally, the use of context clues is also evident when Daniel self-corrects the word “pinta” for “piñata”.  Daniel read to the end of the sentence with the miscue, but then must have noticed that “when they hit the pinta” doesn’t make sense and likely used the information about the candy falling to the ground to think about a word that would make sense and sound right.  This use of context clues allowed him to return to the phrase to correct it.  
Daniel appears to have a minor weakness in application of phonics, specifically decoding words with the “soft c” sound.  It is clear from the teacher’s notes that Daniel initially thought that “celebration” should be pronounced with a /k/ sound.  When he substitutes “coins” for “cents” it also shows that he is reading the initial letter again with the /k/ sound and not the soft c. By learning about how to read words containing the soft c pattern, he will be more accurate in his reading, and less likely to need to make substitutions using context clues.  Ultimately, this will improve his fluency.
