Sample Agenda: Foundations of Reading Workshop

(6 hours)

9:00
Overview of the Test

· Subareas and Weight of Each

· Foundations of Reading


· Development of Reading Comprehension

· Reading Assessment and Instruction

· 100 Multiple Choice

· 2 Open Response

9:10
Navigating the Study Guide

· Each section in the study guide matches the sections in the practice test

· The objectives listed in the beginning of each section are taking directly from the test booklet for the test

· Glossary Section in the back

· Create a To Do List in the front cover: you will need to study many sections on your own

9:20
Section 1

· First introduce two key overview charts (page 8)

· Explicit vs. implicit instruction

· General approaches to multiple choice depending on content

· Phonological Awareness/Phonemic Awareness vs. Phonics (page 12)

· Show video clips to illustrate concepts

· Shared Reading of Rhyming Book

· Explicit Rhyming

· Use the clips above to illustrate the difference between implicit and explicit (and the value of both)

· Show remaining clips; highlight the difficulty in segmenting and blending for this emergent reader (this is typical development)

· Model answering MC question or two using T Chart

· Model with “think aloud”

· Assign several additional questions

10:15
Sections 2-4: Highlighting, in particular, the following

· 3 Cueing Systems 

· Highlight the importance of VISUAL cueing system for the test)

· Highlight prompts at the bottom of page 24 to help with cueing systems

· Phonics section

· Clarify terminology (pages 25-26)

· Clarify stages of development and typical sequence of phonics knowledge for all grades (highlight grade 1—what’s typical for instruction)

· Synthetic vs. Analytic (page 27)

· Fluency

· Highlight the standard for independent level texts (95% and above accuracy)

11:30
Introduce Open Response #1 (Oral Reading)

· Show example first

· Show and walk through tip sheet (page 85)

12:00-12:45
LUNCH

12:45
Wrap-Up Open Response #1

· Show “How to Form Your Open Response” page 88

· Show sample response

· Review additional scenarios

1:30
Vocabulary and Comprehension

· Include discussion of chart on page 9: Identifying gaps

· Review general approach to MC questions on these topics (page 8)

2:15
Open Response #2 (Comprehension)

· Use The Wednesday Surprise as an example

· Walk through sample response

2:50
Reminder of WHAT TO STUDY

· Planning strategically for study

· Take the practice test and analyze answers

· Be sure to study topics not addressed closely in the workshop

3:00
Wrap-Up

A FEW ADDITIONAL TOPICS TO WEAVE THROUGHOUT:

· Test taking tips

· Consider starting with the open response before the MC

· Knowing what the question is asking; matching the correct instructional strategy to the scenario provided

· Weave key MC question practice throughout

