Sunshine Home (excerpt)
By: Eve Bunting

Mom and Dad and I are going to visit Gram.  She’s Mom’s mom and she used to live with us.  But she has been in the Sunshine Home for five weeks now and she’ll be there longer.  Maybe forever.

I haven’t seen Gram since she fell and can’t walk anymore . . . since the doctors said she needed full-time nursing care.  I haven’t seen her like that and I’m scared.  I don’t say so, though.

Dad and I pick sweet peas from our wire fence to bring to Gram.

Mom puts the new school picture of me in her purse to take with us. We’re ready.

The Sunshine Home is right opposite the bus stop. It’s square as a building block and it’s painted barf green.

“Gross!” I say, and Mom says, “Stop that, Timmy.  It’s a very nice place.”

There’s a little market by the bus stop.  Dad gets a bag of lemon drops for Gram and he buys a balloon that says LOVE for me to take.

It’s an embarrassing balloon and I’m glad I don’t have to carry it far. 

A ramp leads to the door of the Sunshine Home.  

My stomach hurts and I want to run.  Dad takes my hand. I pull back.  

“What’s wrong, Tim?”

“Well . . .ah. . .”

“Are you scared?” Dad asks.

I hang my head.  

Dad squeezes my hand. “No need to be. Just keep remembering that this is Gram. She can’t walk anymore.  That’s all that’s different.  

“Honest?” I ask.  “She’s still the same?”

“Honest,” Dad says, and I feel better.
[The family enters Sunshine home.]

“How nice and clean everything is!” Mom says to Dad in a voice I’ve never heard before, all bright and sparkly.  I guess it’s the one she uses in the Sunshine Home.  “What do they do to keep this floor so shiny?”

It’s shiny all right, like a mirror where the wheelchairs reflect themselves, upside down.  

“There’s Gram!” Mom’s hurrying, with Dad behind her.  I move more slowly.
[The family visits with the Grandmother.]

A nurse brings Gram’s dinner and puts it on a table tray.  He ties a big, blue bib around her neck.  

I’m embarrassed for her.  A bib!

I think Gram knows the way I feel.  She gives me a nudge.  “You ought to get one of these for your dad, Tim,” she says. “It sure would save his ties.”

“Your dinner looks good,” Mom tells her, all cheery and chipper.  I’ll be glad when we’re home and Mom gets her normal voice back.

1. Below is the retelling by a 3rd grade student of the Sunshine Home passage above. 
Using your knowledge of reading comprehension (e.g. literal comprehension, inferential comprehension, engagement of schema, self monitoring) write a response in which you identify one of the student’s strengths and one of his/her weaknesses in comprehension.

In the story a mom, dad and boy are going to visit a grandmother at a place called Sunshine Home.  She’s at this house because she fell and it says that the boy who is visiting her is scared.  They don’t explain why he is scared, though. Then they go to visit her and they bring her some candy and a balloon. The boy’s stomach hurts and so he might have a stomach bug. The boy doesn’t rush to see the grandma when they get there, but the mom and dad do. After that she gets dinner and the boy is embarrassed that they give her a bib.  Everyone else is cheery. 

2. Below is the retelling by a 3rd grade student of the Sunshine Home passage above. 
Using your knowledge of reading comprehension (e.g. literal comprehension, inferential comprehension, engagement of schema, self monitoring) write a response in which you identify one of the student’s strengths and one of his/her weaknesses in comprehension.

It’s a story about a boy and his family that go to visit their Gram at a nursing home.  My grandpa was in a nursing home so I could really understand how he felt when it said he was scared.  It’s like he’s nervous to see her because he doesn’t know what it will be like there.  The mom and dad seem fine about visiting her though.  It says the mom’s pretty cheery.
3. Below is the retelling by a 3rd grade student of the Sunshine Home passage above. 
Using your knowledge of reading comprehension (e.g. literal comprehension, inferential comprehension, engagement of schema, self monitoring) write a response in which you identify one of the student’s strengths and one of his/her weaknesses in comprehension.

The story is about a family that goes to visit their grandma.  I think they’ve been visiting her a lot because she’s been there for five weeks and I can tell that that kind of place makes them kind of uncomfortable. You can tell everyone is feeling nervous and is trying really hard to have everything be normal and happy, but inside they aren’t.  The boy seems shy and scared about seeing his grandma and the mom keeps being extra friendly about everything.  You can tell he just wants to go home. 
4.
Below is the retelling by a 3rd grade student of the Sunshine Home passage above. **Identify a strength only. This example does not have a clear weakness.  
Using your knowledge of reading comprehension (e.g. literal comprehension, inferential comprehension, engagement of schema, self monitoring) write a response in which you identify one of the student’s strengths and one of his/her weaknesses in comprehension.

I really felt bad for everyone in this story.  I could tell how scared the boy was to see his grandma in nursing home and it even gave him a stomach ache! The dad seems really caring, though, and I could tell that he was trying to be reassuring, but I wondered if the dad really did think the grandma would be the same or if he was just saying that.  I had to reread the part about the mom being cheery too.  At first I thought she was happy and fine about her mother being at the place, but then I really wondered if she was also just trying to be reassuring.
