	
	Strength
	Weakness

	Phonics
	**Be careful using PHONICS as a strength.  The entire passage should be instructionally at a level where a student would not be expected to be able to decode words easily using phonics.  For example, 1st or 2nd grade passages may require the student to apply phonics knowledge with words that have not yet become automatic.

Rich appears to have a strength in the area of phonics. Phonics is the ability to apply knowledge of letter-sound correspondence to decode words.  Specifically, Rich was easily able to decode words with long vowel patterns.  For example, he read rain, boat, street, and flame without any errors.  Rich’s knowledge of phonics helps him read with automaticity.  Automaticity leads to fluency.

[Here is another example of evidence: “Specifically, Rich was easily able to decode words with vowel digraphs.  For example, he read rain, stain, boat and street with automaticity and accuracy.”

	Rich has a weakness in the area of phonics. Phonics is the ability to apply knowledge of letter-sound correspondence to decode words. Specifically, Rich has difficulty decoding words that contain silent e. For example, he read tam for tame, sam for same… It will be important for Rich to improve his ability to decode words using phonics so that he can read with automaticity and fluency. 

	Word Analysis
	Rich appears to have a strength in the area of word analysis. Word analysis is the ability to break apart multisyllabic words into meaningful parts. For example, Rich segmented several longer words into syllables (e.g. in-de-pen-dent; ham-per), and compound words into the single syllable (smaller) words from which they’re composed (hot-dog and sun-shine).  Rich’s application of word analysis strategies supports his reading with automaticity and fluency.
	Rich appears to have a weakness in the area of word analysis. Word analysis is the ability to break apart multisyllabic words into meaningful parts. When Rich came across multisyllabic words in the passage, he tried to identify the words by guessing using the first letters of the following words: independent, hamper, hotdog.  He did not break apart or “chunk” these words into syllables or smaller words. Rich’s weakness in word analysis skills interferes with fluency.

	Sight Words
	Do not use sight words as a strength unless the entire passage is relatively simple and the sight words would represent an appropriate challenge for the reader.
	Jonathan’s weakness appears to be in the area of sight word recognition.  Sight words, also known as high frequency words, are words that children need to know with automaticity.  Many of these words are also irregular and need to be memorized.  For example, Jonathan read went for what, will for would and through for though.  It would benefit Jonathan to develop automaticity with these sight words.  With greater automaticity and accuracy, Jonathan will be able to focus on comprehension.


	Context Clues
	Rich appears to have a strength in the use of context clues to self-correct. At first, Rich appeared to ask himself: “Did that make sense?” and “Did that sound right?” When he noticed his error, he then self-corrected by using the first part of the word and the context clues around it to identify the correct word.

OR

Rich appears to have a strength in the use of context clues to identify unfamiliar words.  For example, when he encounters an unfamiliar word, instead of appealing to the teacher or omitting the word, he makes a substitution for the word that still makes sense within the context of the passage.  Specifically, he substituted X for X and Y for Y, but these substitutions did not change the meaning of the passage.
	Rich appears to have a weakness in the use of context clues to self-correct.  For example, there are many instances in which Rich substituted a word in the passage that didn’t make sense or sound right. For example, he substituted butterfly for backpack, but this word does not make sense in the passage.  He also substituted the word ate for eating and this word doesn’t sound right syntactically. To improve Rich’s reading performance, Rich could benefit from using context clues to confirm whether or not a word makes sense and sounds right within a passage.


